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sion, but who do not want a competing canal. In the same
way I have alienated some of the big representatives of
what we call the trusts, and have had a muss with the
trades unions on the other side.

1' So only a merciful Providence can tell what the outcome
will be. If elected I shall be very glad. If beaten I shall
be sorry; but in any event I have had a first class run for
my money, and I have accomplished certain definite things.
I would consider myself a hundred times over repaid if I
had nothing more to my credit than Panama and the coal-
ing stations in Cuba. So you see that my frame of mind
is a good deal like that of your old Viceroy when he ad-
dressed the new Viceroy.77

In the closing days of the campaign Alton B. Parker5 the
Democratic candidate for President, made several speeches
in which he charged that Mr. Cortelyou had been using the
knowledge that he had gained as Secretary of Commerce
and Labor to extort money from the corporations as con-
tributions to the Republican campaign fund. The charges,
uttered cautiously at first by Judge Parker, were gradually
made more direct by him until they amounted to assertions
that a conspiracy had been formed by the President and
Mr. Cortelyou, the President having made him chairman
for the purpose, to levy this blackmail, promising in return
certain immunities or favors to the contributors after elec-
tion. The President waited till the charges assumed the
form of direct assertions, when, "lest the silence of self-
respect be misunderstood,77 he spoke and in no -uncertain
tones, his declaration appearing in the press of the country
on the morning of November 5, 1904, three days before
election. In it, characterizing the charges as " slanderous
accusations,77 he said:

"Mr. Parker7s accusations against Mr. Cortelyou and
me are monstrous. If true they would brand both of us
forever with infamy; and inasmuch as they are false, heavy
must be the condemnation of the man making them-

"The assertion that Mr. Cortelyou had any knowledge,